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THE  OFFICIAL Newsletter OF COUNTRY PLACE 

The 

Country Place 

In Country Place, every home has at least a two-car garage. Yet 
hardly any of the garages are used to actually park cars. Even fitting 
one car in the garage is a stretch for many of my neighbors. Because 
let’s be honest: It’s fairly common for the garage to turn into a 
home’s dumping ground. 
 

Often, people stash something in the garage because they can’t 
decide what else to do with it. Frequently, these stashed items are 
rarely used. In some cases, they’re never used. Many of us simply 
own too much stuff and tend to use our garages as storage units, 
which works if you have adequate driveway or street parking. But 
with many homeowners having 2 or more vehicles, street parking 
has become excessive. Additionally, parking vehicles over the 
sidewalk, which is against the County law, has become increasingly 
difficult for walkers, runners, parents with strollers and handicapped 
neighbors. What is a responsible and caring homeowner to do? 
 

With the addition of SHEDS to our documents, it seems the answer 
to the overcrowding of vehicles is clear - make some room in your 
garage for at LEAST one and possibly two cars. I bet with a little 
purging and moving of items into a shed, many of us would have 
plenty of garage space to park our vehicles. 
 

What to Do Before You Start: 
Schedule time on your calendar. Getting rid of belongings in the 
garage is a time-consuming job, so think in terms of days rather 
than hours. Also, if you adding a shed, it’s a good idea to measure 
the dimensions of the new storage space so you have a feeling for 
how much you need to discard. 
 

Assess your resources. What resources do you need accomplish this 
task? Some might look into ordering a dumpster from your local 
waste management company to dispose of unwanted items and 
trash. Also, consider researching charitable organizations that can 
pick up belongings you decide to donate. A list of consignment 
stores to sell household items to is another great option. If you have 
more time and are comfortable doing so, you might consider selling 
more expensive items on Craigslist, Facebook or eBay. Collect 
boxes, packing supplies and large trash bags. Reach out online via 
social media as people often give boxes away for free! 
 

How to Run Your Garage Purging Session: 
Clear some space and mark off zones. To keep your job organized, 
you might want to create as much empty space as possible in the 

middle of the garage floor. Consider moving the car and other 
large, bulky items, such as the lawn mower and bicycles, out of the 
garage. Divide the garage into six sections: donate, sell, toss, keep, 
return to someone else, and undecided. You can mark off each 
section with blue painter’s tape or colored chalk. It is helpful to 
save room on the floor for a staging area where you can place all 
items from one category before you make any decisions. 
 

Work on one category at a time, such as holiday decor. Pull every 
item from that category out of hiding and placing it in the staging 
area. Don’t forget about belongings stored in the rafters. Try to 
make a decision on each item in your category before moving on 
to the next one. If you really can’t decide, place the item in the 
“undecided” pile. However, try not to put too much in this pile, 
because it will only delay the decluttering process. 
 

Unfortunately, dealing with other family members can sometimes 
be emotionally taxing, so try to tackle these items last. That way, 
you can plow full steam ahead on culling your own belongings and 
not let any potentially difficult conversations slow you down. 
  

Keep your goals in mind. If you have 
trouble making decisions to let go 

of some items, it can sometimes 
be helpful to envision your 
new uncluttered space. To 
quote Marie Kondo’s best-
selling book The Life-

Changing Magic of Tidying 
Up, only keep items that “spark 

joy.” If you don’t truly love 
something or actually need it then, it is time to bid it goodbye. 
 

The board is considering having a community-wide HOLIDAY 
Garage Sale the Saturday after Thanksgiving. This would be a 
great time to get rid of excess Holiday items! We are excited about 
the possibility of being the FIRST community in our neighborhood 
to host this type of specific garage sale and hope it will bring 
LOTS of people into the neighborhood while allowing all of use to 
purge or purchase holiday decor.  
 Think of how much more ‘life’ you can get out of your car once 
it’s garage-kept! Exciting isn’t it? Your board and the committee 
who helped revise our documents put a lot of thought into the 
addition of sheds. Take advantage of it and let’s clean up our 
Country Place streets and sidewalks of all of the excess vehicles!  
 

Let’s keep working to make Country Place home values higher 
and higher!   
 

Tina Rhodes 

President, Country Place HOA 



 

Joe Benson 

Benson Family Realty 

813-324-1384 

joebenson@bensonfamilyrealty.com 

    www.bensonfamilyrealty.com 
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Country Place Newsletter would like to welcome our 
new Board Members and welcome back the 

returning Board Members 
 

COUNTRY  PLACE 
Homeowners Board Of Directors 

 

PRESIDENT 
Tina Rhodes 

 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Patrick Schafer 

 

SECRETARY 
Kim Haag 

 

TREASURER 
Paul Van Steenbergen 

 

DIRECTOR  
Ellia Silwiak 

 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGER 
Greenacre Properties, Inc. 

Mike Spall 
4131 Gunn Highway 

Tampa, FL 33618 
ph: 813-936-4154 

mspall@greenacre.com 

Can’t wait for the next newsletter? Visit our website at  
http://www.countryplace.org  

for events, newsletters (current and past), board meeting  
minutes, photos, and so much more. 

 

COUNTRY PLACE 
Special Maintenance District 

PRESIDENT 
Darrel Spacone 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Dan Ivanov 

 

SECETARY 
Joe Benson 

 

TREASURER 
Chris Rhodes 

TRUSTEE 
Chuck Urbinek 

 

TRUSTEE 
Wayne Swift 

 

TRUSTEE 
Richard Flege 

 

 

The Country Place Special Maintenance District was 
created and purposed to manage and maintain the 
common areas and property of Country Place. This 
includes all areas of ingress and egress to our 
community.  Signage, landscaping, mowing, mulching 
and other misc. maintenance functions are overseen by 
this Board. 
 
For more information on how to attend a Country Place 
Special Maintenance district meeting contact:  

Darrel C. Spacone, bCRE  
Donor-Data-Done, LLC 

blackbaud Certified in Raiser's Edge consulting 
darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com 

http://www.donordatadone.com 

Meetings: 2nd Monday of each month 
Meeting time: 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM 

Meeting location: Northdale Recreation Center, 
15550 Spring Pine Drive, Tampa, 33624 
Contact information: PO Box 340218,  

Tampa, FL 33694 
countryplacesmd@gmail.com 

From the Property Manager - Mike Spall 
 
In the summer of last year the members of Country Place approved an 
amendment to the Declaration that covered fencing, trash cans and sheds.  Each 
one of these items are important in helping to maintain the look of the 
community and also to help improve property values.   
 
Prior to this amendment sheds were not allowed in the community per the 
documents.  The Board understood that there was a need to allow sheds to give 
more storage space to the homeowners that need it.  A lot of us may use our 
garage as that storage space rather than have it in the house.  Those of us that do 
that will then park our cars in the driveway rather than in the garage.  Again 
there is nothing wrong with parking in the driveway as long as you do not block 
the sidewalk with your vehicle.  When this is done the children have to walk in 
the street to get around your vehicle or a handicapped person has to have their 
wheel chair go into the street.  Knowing this is a big issue the Board decided try 
and help homeowners out by allowing sheds in the community.   
 
For those of you that do park your cars in the driveway because your garage is 
full of stuff please consider helping your neighbors out.  Please submit an ACC 
application to get approval for the new shed you are going to purchase so you 
can move all of your stuff in the garage to the shed.   
 
I have included below an excerpt from the amendment regarding shed for your 
review.  

Section 6. No structure of a temporary character or accessory structure, 

including but not limited to, a trailer base, tent, shack, garage, barn, shed or 
other outbuilding or any portion of same shall be used, placed, constructed, 

installed or parked on any lot Lot any time as a residence, either temporarily 
or permanently, unless approved in writing by the Architectural Committee. 

Any such temporary or accessory structure shall be no larger than two 
hundred and fifty (250) square feet.  The Architectural Committee may 

require a structure be smaller than two hundred and fifty (250) square feet 
due to size of lot, location or other circumstances.  No structure of any kind 
shall be moved onto any of the lots except temporary buildings used during 

the construction and promotion of the house and sales of the lots hereinabove 
described. Structure additions connected to the main residences used, placed, 

constructed, installed or parked after initial construction by builder must be 
confined to an area ten (10) feet from rear lot line, six (6) feet from side lot 

line, and twenty (20) feet from front lot line. No structural additions will be 
permitted without written permit permission from the Architectural 
Committee. of the Committee. 

Proudly re-introducing 
something you are going  

to love…… 
 

Attention neighbors of Country Place 
we have launched a new website 
which was created for residents in 
order to provide you with more convenience and opportunities to share ideas and 
information; get news and announcements; access an online resource center for 
important association documents and forms; join discussion forums; utilize the 
member directory; and much more! Please check out the site and get connected 
with your community, visit www.CountryPlace.org Be sure to sign up for our  
e-mail list to stay up to date. 

www.CountryPlace.org 

http://www.countryplace.org/
mailto:darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com
http://www.donordatadone.com
http://www.countryplace.org/
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Did you get a letter about unpaid dues or a violation that you just 

don’t understand?  Don’t get angry… just give our association 

manager a call to figure things out.  Mike and his team are happy to 

work with you to straighten things out and resolve any issues.   
 

Mike Spall  

Greenacre Properties 4131 Gunn Highway, Tampa, FL 33618  

(813) 936-4154  

mspall@greenacre.com 

CONTACT 

GREENACRES 

Hello neighbors, once again our podcast is making great 

strides by reaching more homes then ever! Soon we will 

be implementing free gifts for a one lucky listener each 

episode. More details on how to enter can be found on 

www.countryplace.org/podcast. We want to thank Mike 

Spall for being a guest on our podcast for our April 

podcast. He discussed why living in a HOA community 

increases the value you of your home, how you can 

respond to letters you get in the mail, and common 

violations and how to prevent them. Also, let’s thank Chad 

Olson of Olson soft wash, pressure washing, and screen 

repair for sponsoring this month’s episode. To get 

involved visit countryplace.org/podcast. 

Dona Hunsberger 

REALTOR® 

Cell: 813-760-3996 

Office: 813-962-0631 

Toll Free: 800-755-2895 

Email: dona.hunsberger@floridamoves.com 

www. donahunsberger.com 

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 

14502 N Dale Mabry Hwy, Ste 100 
Tampa, FL 33618 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC 

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical 

5 Star Company 
3800 + Reviews 

CornerstonePros.com 
CAC1816647 & CFC1428982 ٠ EC0001103 

Call For Free Estimate! 

813-990-0341 

24/7  
Emergency  

Service 

service repair 
 air, plumbing or electric 

Must present coupon. Cannot be combined. 
One per visit. Expires 06/30/19. 

Go to Cornerstonepros.com for more coupons. 

a/c, plumbing or  
electrical checkup 

includes 6 month guarantee 

Must present coupon. Cannot be combined. 
One per visit. Expires 06/30/19. 

Go to Cornerstonepros.com for more coupons. 

generator or water 
treatment systems 

Must present coupon. Cannot be combined. 
One per visit. Expires 06/30/19. 

Go to Cornerstonepros.com for more coupons. 

service call 
Mon-Fri. 7am-7pm 

Must present coupon. Cannot be combined. 
One per visit. Expires 06/30/19. 

Go to Cornerstonepros.com for more coupons. 

  14-15 Seer 
 new air conditioner 

  16 Seer 
 new air conditioner 

  16-18 Seer 
 new air conditioner 

Must present coupon. Cannot be combined. 
One per visit. Expires 06/30/19.  

Go to Cornerstonepros.com for more coupons. 

mailto:mspall@greenacre.com
http://www.countryplace.org/podcast
http://countryplace.org/podcast


Country Place Special Maintenance District 
BIG THINGS ARE HAPPENING  

 

The Country Place Special Maintenance District has recently 
completed the following projects: 
 

1. Maintenance and cleaning around the pond at the West Park 
on Hutchison Rd. 

2. Pressure washing of all entry signs and support structures. 
3. Pressure washing of pavers at Hutchison Rd/Country Lake, 

Hutchison Rd/Pennington. 
4. Pressure washing of white fencing along Hutchison Rd. 
 

Future projects in progress: 
 

1. Adding electrical outlets to the lighting fixtures of all 
currently lit entrance signs for Holiday decoration 
illumination. 

2. Staining and clear coating the wood on all entrance sign 
support structures. 

 

Meetings:  
2nd Monday of each month 

Meeting time:  
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
Meeting location:  

Northdale Recreation Center, 15550 Spring Pine Drive, Tampa, 
33624 

Contact information:  
PO Box 340218, Tampa, FL 33694 

countryplacesmd@gmail.com 
 

President: Darrel Spacone 
Vice President: Dan Ivanov 

Secretary: Joe Benson 
Treasurer: Chris Rhodes 
Trustee: Chuck Urbinek 
Trustee: Wayne Swift 

CARROLLWOOD CULTURAL GALLERY LOWERS THE 
MINIMUM AGE OF PARTICIPATING ARTISTS TO 15 

 
April 4, 2019 (Tampa, FL) – 
The Gallery at Carrollwood 
Cultural Center is trying to 
bridge the age gap of artists 
participating in its main 
exhibits by lowering the 
minimum age to 15. 
 
The Gallery recently 

published calls for artwork for three upcoming shows: "Women 
Who Take Joyful Ownership" in May, "Waterworks" in June and 
July, and "Emerging Artists" in August.  All three calls invite artists 
as young as 15 to participate in the shows. Each show will have an 
open reception and awards ceremony. 
 
The Gallery includes several different spaces for displaying artwork. 
Blake High School student Kiara Vasquez is currently hosting an 
independent exhibit titled “Inconsistencies.” Her artwork is on 
display in the corridor space of the gallery, where it will remain 
through April. Vazquez's show helped inspire the Gallery to lower 
the participation age for the main exhibits.  
 
The Gallery at Carrollwood Cultural Center is at 4537 Lowell Road 
in Tampa. For more information, visit carrollwoodcenter.org or 
email curator Michele Stone at curator@carrollwoodcenter.org. 

The Carrollwood Cultural Center is a partnership between Hillsborough County and the 
Friends of the Carrollwood Cultural Center.  The mission of the Friends of the Center is to 
create culture through community and community through culture. The Friends of the 
Carrollwood Cultural Center, a 501(c)3  organization. For more information visit the Center 
website at www.carrollwoodcenter.org. 

mailto:countryplacesmd@gmail.com
http://carrollwoodcenter.org/
mailto:curator@carrollwoodcenter.org
http://www.carrollwoodcenter.org/
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DON’T LET THIS OFFER PASS YOU BY! 

Pay for your            

First Two Months      

of Pool Service and 

your Third Month is 

ABSOLUTELY 

FREE!* 

LIC #CPC1456583 

Weekly Services Include: 
 Vacuuming/brushing 

 Equipment checked 

 Tile brushed 

 Water tested 

 Chemicals added 

 Filter cleaned, as needed 
 

Limited time only. Valid for new customers only. 

Phone: 352•684•2205 

Text: 352•247•5276 

www.Clarkspoolsinc.com 

Clarkspoolsinc@gmail.com 

We know pools!                   
Over 20 years of experience! 

 


