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Our Annual meeting is right around the corner (or may have already 
happened, depending on when you get this newsletter).  Although 
due to COVID, things will be a little different this year as we will be 
meeting via Zoom, I know we have several new people who have 
put in their names to run for the board.  This is always exciting and 
no doubt you, the homeowners, will elect people whom you want 
representing you in the community.  For myself, It’s been an honor 
and a privilege to serve on the board the last few years. I have 
learned so much and value what our documents do to protect our 
home values.   
 
We are in a time of massive upheaval. Everyone is on edge, 
uncertain, and at some level frustrated in everyday life.  I certainly 
see it at my job and I’m betting you all see it as well. There are so 
many things outside of our control, including how long the 
pandemic lasts, how other people behave, and what’s going to 
happen in our communities. That’s a tough thing to accept, and so 
many of us respond by thinking over all the different scenarios that 
might happen. But as long as we’re focusing on questions with 
unknowable answers and circumstances outside of our personal 
control, this strategy tense to leave us feeling drained, anxious, and 
overwhelmed. 
 
When you feel yourself getting caught up in fear of what might 
happen, try to shift your focus to things you can control. Work on 
your yard, help a neighbor with a project, get involved in a gym or 
walk the neighborhood. Do a crafty project in your house that 
you’ve been putting off.  All of these things are shown to help 
reduce stress.   

 
And lastly, remember – the person who you are 
frustrated with is also dealing with these trying 
times in their own way as well.  I live by the 
motto “treat others as you would like to be 
treated”.  Show a little love and patience to 
those around you.  It’ll all be better soon, 
hopefully!  

                                                                                                                              
In Harmony, 

Tina Rhodes,                                                                                    

President, Country Place HOA 

From the Manager: 
 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
 

Remember, the condition of your property affects the value of your 
property, as well as your neighbors.  Our zip code is one of the 
hottest selling areas in Tampa.  Your home is a real estate 
investment that can appreciate or depreciate.  Take a good look at 
your home and yard. 
 

Does it look clean, neat and well cared for?  OR……is it looking a 
“little tired”? 
 

Is your house dirty and dingy, is the side of your house have mildew 
on it, are your sidewalks dark, does your driveway have mildew or 
oil or grease from a car living on it?  Is what you see a good 
reflection of you and Country Place?  Maybe it is time for a power 
wash. 
 

Is your yard mowed, weeded and edged on a regular schedule?  
OR.........could it use a little TLC (tender loving care)?  This time of 
year you cannot get away with mowing every other week. 
 

Is the roof covered with black mildew?  If not treated, the roof algae 
will reduce the life of a roof, diminish the home’s curb appeal and 
make homes look prematurely old.  A clean and restored roof can 
improve property values. 
 

The next time your drive towards your home; take a look at your 
mailbox.  How does yours look?  Is it clean and free of all mildew?  
Does the post, trim, mailbox, light and house number need repaired 
or painted?   First impressions can be lasting.   
 

Is your trash container concealed from view on non-pick up days?  
Please remember to be a good neighbor and make sure you position 
the trash container so it cannot be seen by your neighbor except on 
the day it is to be picked up.  I know this is in here twice, but it 
seems to be one a lot of homeowners forget. 





Dear Residents: Selling an item? Looking for something? Country Place HOA and 
IKare Publishing would like to offer  this space free of charge for the residents of 
Country Place who would like to list a classified ad. If you have a classified ad 
(non-profit) that you would like to submit please feel free to email it to 
Ikarepublishing@gmail.com. Deadline is the 19th of every other month.  

For Advertising Contact: 
813-991-7843 • www.ikarepublishing.com 

 

The Country Place newsletter is mailed to the residents of Country Place bi-

monthly at no cost to the Homeowners Association. IKare Publishing or Country 

Place is not responsible for the actions or credibility of any the advertisers in this 

newsletters. It is the individual’s responsibility to check references on all 

advertisers. IKare Publishing is not responsible for content and as editor reserves 

the right to edit articles for content, length, grammar, and readability.   
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COUNTRY  PLACE 
Homeowners Board Of Directors 

 

PRESIDENT 
Tina Rhodes 

 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Patrick Schafer 

 

SECRETARY 
Kim Haag 

 

TREASURER 
Paul Van Steenbergen 

 

DIRECTOR  
Ellia Silwiak 

 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGER 
Greenacre Properties, Inc. 

Mike Spall 
4131 Gunn Highway 

Tampa, FL 33618 
ph: 813-936-4154 

mspall@greenacre.com 

Can’t wait for the next newsletter? Visit our website at  
http://www.countryplace.org  

for events, newsletters (current and past), board meeting  
minutes, photos, and so much more. 

 

COUNTRY PLACE 
Special Maintenance District 

The Country Place Special Maintenance District was 
created and purposed to manage and maintain the 
common areas and property of Country Place. This 
includes all areas of ingress and egress to our 
community.  Signage, landscaping, mowing, mulching 
and other misc. maintenance functions are overseen by 
this Board. 
 

PRESIDENT 
Darrel Spacone 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Open 

 

SECETARY 
Keith Colini 

 

TREASURER 
Chris Rhodes 

TRUSTEE 
Chuck Urbinek 

 

TRUSTEE 
Wayne Swift 

 

TRUSTEE 
Open 

 

 

Meetings: 2nd Monday of each month 
Meeting time: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Meeting location: Northdale Recreation Center, 
15550 Spring Pine Drive, Tampa, 33624 
Contact information: PO Box 340218,  

Tampa, FL 33694 
countryplacesmd@gmail.com 

IKare Publishing is not responsible for content and as editor reserves 
the right to edit articles for content, length, grammar, and 
readability.   

 

Please remember to keep your pet on a leash when you let them out or 

walk them.  There have been some reported issues with pets running loose 

in the community.  Please also remember to pick up after your pets. 

http://www.countryplace.org/
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After Hurricane Irma, we all 

breathed a collective sigh of 

relief. While we boarded up 

and prepared for the worst, we 

were spared the devastating 

winds that were originally 

forecast for our area. 

However, we were left with 

piles of debris and in many 

cases no power for days. The 

bright spot from what became piles of tree limbs, days of no AC and even a few 

damaged homes was the way our community came together. Groups of neighbors with 

chain saws, trucks and other tools went door to door answering the call of those without 

the ability to help themselves. It was truly inspiring to see the way our neighborhood 

came together to help each other out. While this was a large example of how great our 

neighbors are, there are dozens of examples every day of how lucky we are to live in 

Country Place. 
 

Moving forward, we will be accepting nominations for the bi-monthly good neighbor 

award to honor an individual who represents the culture of CP in an outstanding way.  

To nominate, you simply need to email: 

JOEBENSON@BENSONFAMILYREALTY.COM. 
 

This month’s winner of the GNA is Leslie Walls. Leslie is the neighbor that organized 

the collection and distribution of meals to front line workers that kept us going during 

the lockdown. While many of us use social media to share political opinions, cute kid 

pictures or complain about something Leslie went to our community Facebook page to 

appeal to our better angels and give back to those that keep us going. Leslie was able to 

collect close to $2,000 and give to worthy groups such as Moffitt Cancer Center, the 

VA, sanitation workers and even a misfortunate food vendor that lost their equipment 

to a storm. When called upon, our community once again answered with a resounding 

voice. Forgetting all differences people jumped to help those in need and all because 

Leslie asked. 

WHO TO  
CALL 

To report a street light outage: https://
secure.tampaelectric.com/tampaelectricsecure/forms/
residential/streetlightout/ 
 

To report speeding and traffic issues: http://
www.hcso.tampa.fl.us/getdoc/aba59046-1e3a-4edb-
a2d0-a77b8f51220e/Contact.aspx 
 

To report potholes, damaged or missing street signs, 
lifting/trip-hazards with sidewalks, or other street/
sidewalk issues: https://
service.hillsboroughcounty.org/311/roads-sidewalks/ 
 

To report or follow up on a violation: 
Phone: 813-600-1100  Email: 
mspall@greenacre.com 
 
To request FHP presence for a general day/time/area: 
Phone: 813-600-1100  Email: 
mspall@greenacre.com 
 

Report an issue with the entrances managed by the 
special maintenance district:   dar-
rel.spacone@donordatadone.com 
 

To request FHP presence for a general day/time/area: 
Phone: 813-600-1100  Email: 
mspall@greenacre.com 

NEIGHBOR 

The Board will be discussing the Community Garage Sale in the next couple of months to de-

termine if we will be able to sponsor one for the community.  The concern the Board has is 

that if the HOA promotes/sponsors one and someone thinks they were infected with Covid 19 

from a Garage Sale, there could be exposure for the HOA.                                                               

Please check the Portal for updated information which is g360.greenacre.com.  

mailto:JOEBENSON@BENSONFAMILYREALTY.COM
https://secure.tampaelectric.com/tampaelectricsecure/forms/residential/streetlightout/
https://secure.tampaelectric.com/tampaelectricsecure/forms/residential/streetlightout/
http://www.hcso.tampa.fl.us/getdoc/aba59046-1e3a-4edb-a2d0-a77b8f51220e/Contact.aspx
http://www.hcso.tampa.fl.us/getdoc/aba59046-1e3a-4edb-a2d0-a77b8f51220e/Contact.aspx
https://service.hillsboroughcounty.org/311/roads-sidewalks/
mailto:mspall@greenacre.com
mailto:mspall@greenacre.com
mailto:darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com
mailto:darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com
mailto:mspall@greenacre.com


PERIMITER WALLS 
 

It has recently been confirmed by attorneys that the perimeter 

walls of the association belong to individual homeowners.  

Because these walls are on the homeowner’s property, the 

homeowner is required to maintain them.  This includes repair of 

the wall if it cracked 

or leaning, and if  it 

needs to be painted the 

homeowner is required 

to take care of the 

issue(s).  The other 

thing you might not 

know is the vine that is 

growing on a wall can 

cause damage to the 

wall. Many 

communities in the 

area built around the 

same time as Country 

Place are dealing with similar issues.  It’s been suggested that if 

you are one of these homeowners, take a look at it and contact 

appropriate vendor to have the vine removed and the wall then 

repaired, cleaned and painted.  The Association is not saying you 

must remove a vine, but from our experience it may save you as 

the homeowner some costly fees down the road due to damage 

to your wall.  Additionally, those with vines on their wall(s), if 

kept, will need to maintain these vines as well.   In the past these 

had trimmed by other companies, but since it is now known and 

understood that these walls are homeowner owned, it is not 

advisable for any other party to get involved with issues on a 

homeowner’s property.  

 

                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Please remember there is never a 

time you are allowed to park                   

on the grass. 



Helpful Tips For        
Colleges Students 
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