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The 

Country Place 

It’s a question that comes up time and again in our, and any, 
HOA.  “Why do you want me to clean the sidewalk when the County 
owns it?”  The answer: Because you as the homeowner are required 
to maintain your lot. 
 

The County does in fact own the streets and sidewalks of Country 
Place. But the homeowner is responsible for their own ‘lot’ and by 
definition, it includes any sidewalk between your home and the 
street.  In the same way that you have to mow that grass between the 
street and sidewalk, you must keep your part of the sidewalk clean, 
free of debris, and safe.  Not to the degree of ‘repair’ but most 
certainly to the degree of ‘maintenance’.  Many areas of the 
neighborhood have slippery mold growing on the sidewalk.  If a 
neighbor were walking that sidewalk and slipped because it was 
dirty, your homeowners insurance may possibly have to bear some 
responsibility. 

 

To show what the County believes 
to be your lot, take a look at the 
County Property Appraiser 
site.  Here it shows what is to be 
maintained by the homeowner. 
 
 
 
Some people think that even trees 
that are severely overgrown, in this 
same area, are not their 
responsibility. However, 

homeowners must also maintain those trees or other plantings in that 
same area.  The County and/or Teco may come out to clear low-
hanging branches from time to time (when the whole neighborhood 
is bad), but should your tree become too low over the sidewalk, 
street or on your home, it’s your responsibility to have it trimmed. I 
myself hate this – I have 5 trees… 2 of which are between the 
sidewalk and the street.  
 

Speaking of sidewalks, I am still personally waiting for the County 
to ‘get around’ to fixing the sidewalks on my own street.  Please 
remember if you see an issue with a sidewalk or the street, there are 
County links online in which you can open a ticket.  Please don’t 
assume someone else is going to report it… the more the County 
hears from us homeowners, the quicker they may respond. So please 
open up tickets to get our neighborhood on their schedule!  

It was an honor to be elected onto the board again this year. I thank 
you to those who put their trust in me.  I really hope to make you 
proud by making Country Place a great place to live and raise a 
family.  Our property values are still on the rise, and I love seeing 
everyone talk about how much they love their neighbors and 
neighborhood!  

Tina Rhodes 

President,  
Country Place HOA 

From Your Community Manager 

In the summer of last year, the members of Country Place approved 
an amendment to the Declaration that covered fencing, trash cans 
and sheds. 
 

I have been getting a lot of complaints regarding violation letters 
that are received because the trash can is in view on a non-pick up 
day.  Here is the section from the amendment regarding trash cans: 

 

Section 2. All cans and containers of any sort used for 
collection or disposal of refuse, garbage, rubbish, recycling, 
yard waste, or other discarded matter must be placed on a Lot 
so as not to be visible from the street except on designated 
scheduled collection days for the community on which the 
agency responsible for collecting garbage, recycling, trash or 
other refuse requires items be placed at the street for collection. 
 

Our waste pickup is Monday morning and Thursday morning and 
recycle is Thursday morning so please make sure that you do 
not put your waste or recycling out before Sunday at 3:00 PM or 
Wednesday at 3:00 PM.  Please also make sure you put your waste 
and recycle bins are out of view no later than Monday at 9:00 PM 
and Thursday by 9:00 PM.  Any other time they have to be out of 
view, so you do not get a violation notice.  
 
We all know that, from time to time, the County will miss a street 
on their regular day.  Should this happen to you, please call the 
County to get your trash picked up.  If they are going to come the 
next day, please email me directly to let me know what street was 
missed. I don’t want to mail an unnecessary letter any more than 
you want to receive one!  However, I can’t know if I didn’t 
know.  If the County cannot come out the next day but instead will 
be out the next trash day, you are responsible for bringing in your 
cans and storing them out of sight until the next pickup day. 
I know this seems like a little thing seeing a trash can out, but it 
certainly helps property values if when prospective buyers drive 
through the community and do not see trash cans all over the 
place.  Thanks in advance for your support.  
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COUNTRY  PLACE 
Homeowners Board Of Directors 

 

PRESIDENT 
Tina Rhodes 

 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Patrick Schafer 

 

SECRETARY 
Kim Haag 

 

TREASURER 
Paul Van Steenbergen 

 

DIRECTOR  
Ellia Silwiak 

 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGER 
Greenacre Properties, Inc. 

Mike Spall 
4131 Gunn Highway 

Tampa, FL 33618 
ph: 813-936-4154 

mspall@greenacre.com 

Can’t wait for the next newsletter? Visit our website at  
http://www.countryplace.org  

for events, newsletters (current and past), board meeting  
minutes, photos, and so much more. 

 

COUNTRY PLACE 
Special Maintenance District 

PRESIDENT 
Darrel Spacone 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Mike Spall 

 

SECETARY 
Keith Colini 

 

TREASURER 
Chris Rhodes 

TRUSTEE 
Chuck Urbinek 

 

TRUSTEE 
Wayne Swift 

 

TRUSTEE 
Richard Flege 

 

 

The Country Place Special Maintenance District was 
created and purposed to manage and maintain the 
common areas and property of Country Place. This 
includes all areas of ingress and egress to our 
community.  Signage, landscaping, mowing, mulching 
and other misc. maintenance functions are overseen by 
this Board. 
 
For more information on how to attend a Country Place 
Special Maintenance district meeting contact:  

Darrel C. Spacone, bCRE  
Donor-Data-Done, LLC 

blackbaud Certified in Raiser's Edge consulting 
darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com 

http://www.donordatadone.com 

Meetings: 2nd Monday of each month 
Meeting time: 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM 

Meeting location: Northdale Recreation Center, 
15550 Spring Pine Drive, Tampa, 33624 
Contact information: PO Box 340218,  

Tampa, FL 33694 
countryplacesmd@gmail.com 

What To Do With A Violation Letter 
 

When you 

receive a 

violation letter 

from the 

Association, it 

is to just point out something minor that needs to be corrected.  The first thing 

you should do is look at the letter and determine what needs to be corrected.  It 

could be as small as your mailbox needs to be cleaned or as large as your house 

is discolored.  The letters contain a picture that is small but should direct you to 

the area of the issue.  If after checking these items out you can not determine 

what needs to be done, the next step would be to send an email to Mike Spall at 

mspall@greenacre.com for more clarification.  Please do not call because I am 

out in the field most of the time, and you will have to leave a voice mail 

message.  Probably when I return your call you may not be available, and we 

start the telephone tag.  If you send an email, I can send you more information 

like a larger picture or maybe a form that is needed.   
 

Once you have determined what needs to be done, you may need more time than 

is given in the letter.  Again, please send an email requesting an extension of the 

amount of time you need.  In most cases this will be granted, but you will receive 

a response in writing as to the extension date.   
 

Once the work is completed please send a final email stating the violation has 

been corrected and you are finished with the task.   
 

Following this simple process will prevent any of these small issues from 

becoming a large problem with a second letter or a fine.  The key to this process 

is the written communication, so that everyone is on the same page.  When there 

is verbal communication, often times the two parties are not on the same page 

and they do not know it.  That is why everything in the process needs to be in 

writing.  Thanks in advance for everyone’s support to keep the community 

looking “Pristine”.   
 

Mike Spall 

Greenacre Properties 

IKare Publishing is not responsible for content and as editor reserves 
the right to edit articles for content, length, grammar, and 
readability.   

Hello neighbors! We are getting more and 

more visitors to our website every month. 

We invite you to check us out at 

www.countryplace.org where you can get the 

most up to date forms, newsletters, and 

access to our monthly podcast which 

highlights business owners in Country Place..  In addition to all of 

the great features of our website and Podcast we are opening our 

website to any Country Place Homeowner who owns their own 

business and would be interested in listing their business 

information for their neighbors. All businesses must be approved 

before posting. Please visit www.countryplace.com/businesses to get 

more information. 
 

www.CountryPlace.org 

http://www.countryplace.org/
mailto:darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com
http://www.donordatadone.com
mailto:mspall@greenacre.com
http://www.countryplace.org/
http://www.countryplace.com/businesses
http://www.countryplace.org/
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Do you have one of those neighbors that everyone wants to 

have? You know the type that pulls in your trash can without 

you asking, helps you repair a broken fence or climbs a tree 

to save your cat. If you are reading this and you already have 

someone in mind, email me a name and a brief summary of 

why you think they should be the “Neighbor of the 

Month”.  More details will come, along with prizes and 

more ways to nominate/vote next month. For now, just email 

me at JOEBENSON@BENSONFAMILYREALTY.COM. 

Newcomers Of Northwest Hillsborough Chick 
Flicks Movie-Going Group  

Social Club For Women November Luncheon and Speaker 
 
Members of Chick Flicks pictured left to right:  Mary MacDonald 
and Mary Banks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join the ladies of the Chick Flicks group for a monthly movie and 

lunch.  This is a fun time to see a current movie with friends and 

have lunch for a critique and discussion.  Usually the movies are 

viewed at Regal Cinemas at Citrus Park Mall early afternoon.   The 

recent movies enjoyed:  Downton Abbey, The Peanut Butter Falcon, 

Lion King, and Yesterday.  To join the group and share in the fun, 

refer to the website for current details.  Times and dates vary based 

upon the movie schedule. 

 

The monthly luncheon will be held November 21st, 11:00AM, at 

Bahama Breeze Island Breeze Grille on Rocky Point Drive in Tam-

pa. Luncheons are the monthly meeting of all the membership.  This 

is the best opportunity to meet up with old friends and make new 

ones, plus keep up to date about all the ongoing activities. 

 

The November speaker is Andrea Messina Gebbia, part owner of 

Joe and Sons Olive Oils in Carrollwood.  She is an expert on olive 

oils and vinegars and will present on the different styles of olive oils 

and vinegars, suggest simple recipes that taste gourmet, highlight 

health benefits, and explain every day uses. She will show how to 

mix and match oils and vinegars for fantastic flavor pairings, ac-

cording to taste preferences, and dietary needs. 

 

More information about the group and descriptions of the Chick 

Flicks and Luncheon Meeting as well as the 20+ other activities can 

be found on the website at:  http://

www.newcomersnwhillsborough.com or by contacting the member-

ship chair, Sue D’Auria, 813-613-3663 or S.H.Dauria@gmail.com. 

mailto:JOEBENSON@BENSONFAMILYREALTY.COM
http://www.newcomersnwhillsborough.com/
http://www.newcomersnwhillsborough.com/


How to Stretch Your Dinner for 
Unexpected Dinner Guests? 

 

You are about to sit down to dinner with 

your family of four and friends stop by. 

What do you do? You could wait patiently 

for them to leave or you can ask them to 

join you. Waiting can be difficult, but if 

you have not planned ahead, inviting the 

extra dinner guests can make the meal a bit 

light. Here are some tips you can use to 

stretch your dinner for unexpected dinner 

guests.  
 

Add a salad or soup to stretch your dinner. 

Turn your three-course meal into a four-

course meal by grabbing some salad from 

your refrigerator or soup from your pantry. 

This pre-dinner course will help to fill up 

everyone's stomach so you can serve smaller 

than usual entrees which really goes far. 
 

Shred the meat to stretch your dinner. 

Instead of serving chicken breasts or steaks 

which may have been on the menu, shred the 

meat and sauté it with onions to stretch it a 

little. Then serve it on top of your rice or 

other side dish, or in tortillas wraps. 
 

Add bread to stretch your dinner. Use any 

bread you have in the house to make garlic 

bread or cheese bread. If you do not have 

bread but have frozen pizzas, make one or 

two of those and cut  into strips instead of 

wedges and serve in a bread dish. 

Make another side dish to stretch your 

dinner for unexpected dinner guests. If you 

are serving rice, make more. It may help to 

have some boil-in-the-bag rice on hand. If 

you are making pasta, increase the amount 

of that. If you have some frozen vegetables 

in your freezer, you have an instant side dish 

you can add. You may have less sauce or 

meat per serving, but increasing the starch or 

vegetable will increase your meal. 
 

Most living rooms are large enough to turn 

into an over sized dining room if needed, 

which is a great way to seat large crowds of 

Thanksgiving or Christmas guests. You 

can  also pull dining room and kitchen tables 

into the living room, and then look for other 

tables that could be used to seat people. 

Sewing tables, plastic patio tables, card 

tables, and even the kid's hobby tables all 

work for extra seating. To create a sense of 

unity, the tables you have collected for this 

extra holiday seating should be 

covered with identical paper or vinyl 

tablecloths (red works quite well), and 

decorated with a poinsettia and an 

arrangement of white candles for the table    

centerpiece as a very nice decoration. 
 

Sheet of plywood and saw horses 

Got a 4" x 8" sheet of plywood sitting in 

the garage? Placed on a couple of saw 

horses, plywood sheets are a fantastic way 

of seating at least ten unexpected holiday 

dinner guests. Once the table is covered 

with a cloth, no one can tell they are eating 

on plywood. To camouflage the saw 

horses, you can move them as close to the 

middle as possible and then drape with 

some fabric. 
 

Sit back and enjoy the extra company! 

Thanksgiving Trivia Questions: 
 

1. Which Native American tribe celebrated the first Thanksgiving with the Pilgrims? 
 

2. What year was the first Thanksgiving held? 
 

3. Which president made the first Thanksgiving day proclamation? 
 

4. In 1941, congress declared Thanksgiving day to be held on what Thursday in November? 
 

5. Macy's Thanksgiving day parade started during which decade? 
 

6. Which ship did the Pilgrims sail on to Plymouth Rock? 
 

7. Which historical figure wanted the turkey to be the national bird? 
 

8. Which President set the official celebration day for Thanksgiving as the last Thursday? 
 

9. Turkey should be cooked to what degree Fahrenheit? 
 

10. How many Turkeys are cooked in the US for Thanksgiving each year? 

Thanksgiving is a day rich in traditions, but how 
much does your family know about those 
traditions? These trivia questions are a great way 
to get conversations started and to test your family 
member's smarts. Some fun ideas for using these 
questions include, writing the questions on cards 
with the answers on the back and placing them 
around the appetizer buffet, or you could hold a 
trivia contest after dinner with the winner being 
exempt from kitchen clean up. 

1. The Wampanoag Indians 
 
2. 1621 
 
3. George Washington 
 
4. The fourth Thursday 
 
5. The 1920's 
 
6. The Mayflower 
 
7. Benjamin Franklin 
 
8. Abraham Lincoln 
 
9. 165 degrees Fahrenheit 
 
10. 45 million 

TRIVIA 

ANSWERS 
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Want $25.00!?! 
All you have to do is use an 

advertiser in this issue! Yes, it’s 
that easy! When you need  
something done, call on an        

advertiser in this newsletter.       
  

Email  
IKarepublishing@gmail.com 

with the name of the 
company used, your full 

name, address and  
phone number. 

Upon verifying the 
information, we will select 

one winning name at 
random each month. 


