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Your Country Place Board of Directors has been in talks with the 

Country Place Taxing District. As many of you know, the HOA 

itself has excess money. Initially it was because of leftover money 

from what was not used in the court case when the Association was 

sued by a homeowner and the many smaller Country Place 

communities became ONE community under one set of documents. 

In addition, Bush Ross was able to collect from those in arrears 

about $25,000 more than we had budgeted/expected over the last 

year for past due assessments.  Like boards in the past - we want to 

be frugal with your money and not 'spend it just because we have 

it'.  

 

One of the reasons I initially got on the board was because I hated 

our nasty signs and how bad they looked. I thought "How can THEY 

send ME a letter when they can't even manage to keep our entrances 

looking nice?" Well, I of course then learned that it was the Tax 

District, NOT the HOA. Several months ago, I attended a Tax 

District meeting and learned that they had a 10-year plan to re-do 

entrances. TEN YEARS? By then, I thought, the signs would look 

bad again. Unfortunately, they only get $50 per home per year - they 

have a small budget. I continued attending meetings when I could, 

and I couldn't help but wonder... wouldn't the HOA as a WHOLE 

benefit more from upgrading entrances than it would - say... 

spending money on a Movie at the Park night, where only a handful 

of homeowners could attend? Or - of course better spent than 

keeping it all tucked for legal fees down the road.  

 

So, I reached out initially to ask about HELPING the Tax District 

with entrances. After much back-and-forth, and a few changes in 

board members at the Tax District, I'm PROUD to say that the HOA 

and the Tax District are now working TOGETHER to help our 

community.  

 

My first task was to find an area that would be 'first'. I wanted it to 

be impactful, not just a few flowers added. I know Summerwind and 

Ehrlich entrance has MAJOR issues. In one of the two "islands" 

between incoming and outgoing traffic there are NINE pine trees 

and 3 oak trees planted in that tiny area. Wonder why the road is 

lifting? In a word: ROOTS!  

Mike (our HOA manager) and myself met with a landscape architect 

company and went over several ideas. Long story longer (as my 

husband says when I tell a story), we have a draft of NEW 

ISLANDS! 

 

Some answered questions (to keep it brief as possible): 

 

1) We have not yet selected exact plants/trees. We still have to pick 

appropriate plants/trees/flowers. The MAIN goal will be - what 

doesn't have a root system that is going to do the same damage to 

the roads when my kids are raising their kids in Country Place, and 

also, of course, aesthetics.  

 

2) The entire islands plantings, dirt, and irrigation will be removed 

and ground down, making room for new irrigation, new soil, and 

plantings. 

 

3) This WILL be a bear for traffic, I know. But they say it will be 

rather quick - and worth it! 

 

4) The County still owns the roads and we can't do anything about 

them. Eventually one of two things will happen: either the roots will 

rot and the street go down naturally or the County will be able to 

grind the road down and repave it (something they cannot do now 

for fear of killing the existing trees but when the trees that the roots 

were attached to are gone…) 

 

Both boards have now agreed to the project and we have signed the 

proposal to get started! SO EXCITING!  But even more exciting is 

the renewed relationship between the District and the HOA!  

 

I should also give a shout-out to my wonderful husband of 32 years, 

Chris Rhodes. He has helped me grow into my position on the 

board, encouraging me when I needed it, and at the last Tax District 

Meeting, he was elected to the Tax District board.  My hope is that 

communication between the two can be much more effective - both 

boards know what the other is doing at all times.   

 

Thank a board member when you see them. They are working hard 

for you! And as always, it is an honor to serve you as your 

president!  

  

Tina Rhodes 
President, Country Place 

 



 

 
 

Exp 03/31/18 

Exp 08/31/18 

IKP1 

Exp 08/31/18 

IKP1 

813-990-0341 

Whole Home Re-pipe 

 Winner  
2012-2017 

Whole 
Home 
Generators 

  

 IKP1 

Exp 08/31/18 

• New Air Conditioning System 

• Air Quality Inspections 

• Ductwork Replacement 

• Water Heater Replacement 

• Plumbing Whole Home Repipe 

• Water Treatment &  

  Purification 

• Electrical Panel 

  Upgrade 

• Whole Home Generators 

 



Dear Residents: Selling an item? Looking for something? Country Place HOA 

and IKare Publishing would like to offer  this space free of charge for the 

residents of Country Place who would like to list a classified ad. If you have a 

classified ad (non-profit) that you would like to submit please feel free to email 

it to Ikarepublishing@gmail.com. Deadline is the 19th of every other month.  
 

Dog Walker:  

Nydia Melendez-Rios nemrdogwalk@gmail.com   

Offer your time and talents  
to your community! 
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Country Place Newsletter would like to welcome our 

new Board Members and welcome back the 

returning Board Members 
 

COUNTRY  PLACE 

Homeowners Board Of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT 

Tina Rhodes 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  

Patrick Schafer 
 

SECRETARY 

Keith Colini 
 

TREASURER 

Paul Van Steenbergen 
 

DIRECTOR  

Ellia Silwiak 
 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGER 

Greenacre Properties, Inc. 
Mike Spall 

4131 Gunn Highway 

Tampa, FL 33618 

ph: 813-936-4154 

 

 

 
 

For Advertising Contact: 

813-991-7843 

www.ikarepublishing.com 
 

The Country Place newsletter is mailed to the residents of Country Place bi-

monthly at no cost to the Homeowners Association. IKare Publishing or Country 

Place is not responsible for the actions or credibility of any the advertisers in this 

newsletters. It is the individual’s responsibility to check references on all 

advertisers. IKare Publishing is not responsible for content and as editor reserves 

the right to edit articles for content, length, grammar, and readability.   

THE  OFFICIAL Newsletter OF COUNTRY PLACE 

Can’t wait for the next newsletter? Visit our website at  

http://www.countryplace.org  

for events, newsletters (current and past), board meeting  

minutes, photos, and so much more. 

COUNTRY PLACE 

COUNTRY PLACE 

Special Maintenance District 

 
PRESIDENT 

Vacant 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Darrel Spacone 
 

SECETARY 
Vacant 

 

TREASURER 
Richard Flege 

 

DIRECTOR 
Joe Benson 

 

DIRECTOR 

Chuck Urbinek 
 

DIRECTOR 

Wayne Swift 

 

For more information on how to attend a Country Place 

Special Maintenance district meeting contact:  

Darrel C. Spacone, bCRE  

Donor-Data-Done, LLC 

blackbaud Certified in Raiser's Edge consulting 

darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com 

http://www.donordatadone.com 

813-69D-ATA0, 813-693-2820 

mailto:nemrdogwalk@gmail.com
http://www.countryplace.org/
mailto:darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com
http://www.donordatadone.com
tel:813-693-2820
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Did you get a letter about unpaid dues or a violation that you just 

don’t understand?  Don’t get angry… just give our association 

manager a call to figure things out.  Mike and his team are happy to 

work with you to straighten things out and resolve any issues.   
 

Mike Spall  

Greenacre Properties 4131 Gunn Highway, Tampa, FL 33618  

(813) 936-4154 mspall@greenacre.com 

CONTACT 

GREENACRES 

FHP Stats (April):  

 

Citations: 175 

 

a) 97 speeding 

b) 40 stop sign violations 

c) 38 for various violations including 

rest belts, registration etc.   

d) 1 subject was trespassing in the park. 

e) FHP is spending 50% of their time 

on traffic and 50% on patrolling.  

FHP Hard at Work For Us! 

Proudly re-introducing something you are 

 going to love…… 
 

Attention neighbors of Country Place we have launched a new web-

site which was created for residents in order to provide you with 

more convenience and opportunities to share ideas and information; 

get news and announcements; access an online resource center for 

important association documents and forms; join discussion forums; 

utilize the member directory; and much more! 

 

Please check out the site and get connected with your community, 

visit www.CountryPlace.org Be sure to sign up for our e-mail list to 

stay up to date.  

                   www.CountryPlace.org 

FHP Stats (May): 

 
Citations: 158 

 
a) 63 speeding 

b) 32 stop sign violations 

c) 63 other misc. violations 

mailto:mspall@greenacre.com
http://www.countryplace.org/
http://www.countryplace.org/
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Protecting Property Values Is What OUR  

Association Is All About! 
 

One of the biggest advantages of living in a common-interest 

development is the ability of the Association to preserve, protect 

and enhance property values.  But, just how does the Board of 

Directors guide the Association to perform those duties? Often, we 

think of the Association as a collection of rules and regulations 

limiting personal freedoms and individuality. But, it is those same 

rules and regulations that protect, preserve and enhance the 

investment each of us have in our home. First and foremost, our 

Association is not just made up of the Board, Committees and a few 

interested owners. It was established as a corporation in which ALL 

owners are members. What that means is, as an owner, you have 

committed yourself to become business partners with every other 

owner in the community.  

 

Architectural controls and guidelines and procedures for gaining 

architectural approval were established in order to promote aesthetic 

conformity and eliminate architectural changes that threaten the 

investment other members have in the association. The Board is 

made up of owners, other members just like you. They volunteer 

their time and energy to serve the association because they care 

about the investment they have in it. Committees are formed to 

assist the Board with their charge. These committees are made up of 

volunteer owners, just like you. When you volunteer to serve on the 

Board of Directors, or you volunteer to serve on a committee, you 

are doing part of your duty as a member of the association.  When 

you pay your assessment on time, you are doing part of your duty as 

a member of the Association.  You will be receiving in the next 

couple of weeks your coupon for the 2018/2019 budget year so 

please submit your payment timely. Even one owner who does not 

pay their assessment on time can adversely affect how Association 

business is conducted  

 

Finally, the Board of Directors meet on a regular basis in order to 

make decisions, keep up-to-date on Association business and to hear 

from other owners in order to make proactive business decisions. As 

owners, keeping abreast of association matters and contributing 

during Open Forum is only good business. The Country Place Board 

Meetings are normally the second Tuesday of each month at the 

Northdale Sheriff’s Station at 15610 Premiere Drive at 7::00 PM 

 

For clarification, recommendations and questions contact… 

Community Association Manager: Mike Spall  

Greenacre Properties 4131 Gunn Highway, Tampa, FL 33618  

(813) 936-4154 mspall@greenacre.com  

 

 

 

Garden Calendar 

June 

What to plant… 
Annuals: Annuals that can take full sun during the increasingly hot 

summer months include celosia, portulacas, vinca and some coleus. 

Palms: Summer’s warm, rainy weather is the perfect time to plant 

palms. 

Herbs: Plant heat loving herbs, including basil, Mexican tarragon, 

and rosemary. 

Vegetables: Vegetables to plant now are okra, southern peas and 

sweet potatoes. 

What to do… 
Pests: Monitor the garden weekly for harmful insects.  Knowing 

which insects attack a plant can aid in identification and treatment. 

Irrigation: June is normally the start of the rainy season, but if 

rainfall has been spotty, monitor lawns for drought stress and water 

as needed. 

Propagation: Now is a good time to produce more plants by air 

layering, grafting, division or cuttings. 

Palms and Cycads: Watch for nutrient deficiencies or 

environmental problems with palms and correct using an 

appropriate treatment. 

Pruning: Many summer flowering shrubs, like hibiscus, oleander, 

and crepe myrtle benefit from frequent light pruning during the 

warmer months. 

Lawn problems: Lawn insects are very active during the warm 

months.  Check frequently for damaged areas and keep insects in 

check with early treatment. 
 

July 
What to plant… 
Annuals: Summer annuals to plant now include celosia, coleus, 

torenia and ornamental peppers. 

Bulbs: Butterfly lily, gladiolus and society garlic are bulbs that can 

be planted during the middle of summer. 

Palms: Continue planting palms while the rainy season is in full 

swing.  Support large palms with braces for 6-8 months after 

planting. Nails should not be driven directly into a palm trunk. 

Herbs: While summer is too hot to start herbs from seeds, many 

will do well if started from small plants. 

What to do… 
Trees: Prepare for hurricane season by checking trees for damaged 

or weakened branches and pruning if needed. 

Lawn Insects: Lawn pests can be a problem this time of year.  

Before treating, find out if an insect is the culprit and treat only the 

affected area. 

Irrigation: An inexpensive rain shut off device can save money by 

overriding an irrigation system when it rains.  If one is already 

installed, check that it is operating properly. 

Pests on Ornamental Plants: Small white dots on the leaves of 

azaleas and other ornamental plants may indicate lace bugs at work.  

Spraying forcefully with water helps control this pest. 

Citrus: Check citrus trees for damage to fruit or leaves and take 

action to minimize the effect on developing fruit or the overall 

health of the tree. 

What to Do Every Month: 
 Adjust irrigation based on rainfall 

Deadhead flowers to encourage new blooms. 

 Monitor the garden for insects and disease. 

Plant trees, shrubs, and perennials and water until established. 

mailto:mspall@greenacre.com


 
813-234-2419 

$59.00 TUNE UP 
SPECIAL! (REG. $99.00) 

For first time customers! 
If you do not save $75.00 in your 
electricity bill for the year we will 

refund you $100.00!! 
 

CALL NOW! 
GOOD OR BAD GREDIT 

 

FREE 

2nd 

Options 

 

Trane and Air Masters would like to help you out! With New AC System 

SUMMER HEAT! 

*Call For Details  Exp. 08/31/18 



Fireworks Safety Tips from The 

National Council on Fireworks Safety  
www.FireworksSafety.org  

 
Fireworks Safety Tips 

 Use fireworks outdoors only.  

 Obey local laws. If fireworks are not legal where you live, do   

not use them.  

 Always have water handy. (A hose or bucket).  

 Only use fireworks as intended. Don't try to alter them or 

combine them.  

 Never relight a "dud" firework. Wait 20 minutes and then soak 

it in a bucket of water.  

 Use common sense. Spectators should keep a safe distance 

from the shooter and the shooter should wear safety glasses.  

 Alcohol and fireworks do not mix. Have a "designated shooter."  

 Only persons over the age of 12 should be allowed to handle 

sparklers of any type.  

 Do not ever use homemade fireworks of illegal explosives: 

They can kill you! Report illegal explosives to the fire or police 

department in your community.  

 

Fireworks safety issues from the National Fire Protection 

Association 

 95 percent of emergency room fireworks injuries involved 

fireworks that Federal regulations permit consumers to use. 

 10,800 fireworks-related injuries were treated in U.S. hospital 

emergency rooms, the second highest total in the decade. 

 About 48 percent of emergency room fireworks-related injuries 

were to the extremities and 44 percent were to the head; 54 

percent of these injuries were burns, while 29 percent were 

contusions and lacerations. 

 Nearly half the people injured by fireworks were under the age 

of 15.  The risk of fireworks injury was nearly three times as 

high for children ages 10-14 as for the general population. 

 Sparklers, fountains, and novelties alone accounted for 26 

percent of the emergency room fireworks injuries.  Males 

accounted for 69 percent of fireworks injuries that same year. 

 On Independence Day in a typical year, more U.S. fires are 

reported than on any other day, and fireworks account for half 

of those fires, more than any other cause of fires. 

 These 2,200 fires resulted in an estimated 20 civilian injuries 

and $21 million in direct property damage. 

 Nearly 30,000 fireworks-related structure, vehicle, or outdoor 

fires were reported per year. 

Getting Ready for the 4th of July? 

How do you calm a dog when it's  

afraid of fireworks? 
 

Short term Quick Fixes: 

 Play! Depending on your dog's level of anxiety (pacing vs. 

curled up trembling) simply distracting him may be the best 

course of action. Play, sing songs, exercise the dog as much as 

you can to try and wear it out. Help your dog associate thunder 

with a fabulous playtime! 

 Crate your dog or move their bedding into aN enclosed space 

like a closet. A dog who feels "safe" will be less anxious, and a 

"den" is the instinctual place for a dog to feel safe. It may help 

to cover your dog's crate with a blanket or sheet to create a den 

feeling. 

 Create as much white noise as you can. Fans, TV's, radios, etc. 

Try to drown out the majority of the sound. 

 Find a T-shirt that fits the dogs chest tightly and put it on them. 

No one knows why this helps, but many owners swear this 

makes a difference. 

 Over the counter sedatives (Like rescue remedy) or veterinary 

prescriptions like Ace or Valium are a good short term 

treatment- although not available in an emergency. If your dog 

is severely anxious, try to keep a stash on hand. 

 Short term and long term, one of the most important things for 

an owner to do is not to coddle the dog. Cooing and petting are 

both rewarding" actions for a dog- they are used as rewards in 

training- so what are you training your dog to do when you 

respond to his anxiety with petting and cooing?    
 

Rather than babying your scared dog, try: 

 singing a silly song 

 squeaking toys 

 taking the time to run the dog through his or her tricks. 

 yawning repeatedly (really). make big, loud, exaggerated yawns

- your dog will see your relaxation and respond. 

 

http://www.FireworksSafety.org


 

 Quick, Convenient Service and Repair of All Makes and Models 

 FREE Car Wash With Every Service 

 Free Ride To and From Work with Our Courtesy Van 

 We Honor Most Extended Warranties 

 12 Month or 12,000 Mile Parts and Labor Warranty on All Repairs 

 No Appointment Needed and Same Day Service in Most Cases 

 Competitive Prices in a Clean, Friendly and Relaxed Environment 

 Free Gourmet Coffee & Fresh Popcorn While You Wait 

 

Valid for  
90 Days 

$29.95 

  

Now Open 
Sunday! 



THE COUNTRY PLACE  NEWSLETTER  ۩  IKarePublishing.com                11 

Traveling throughout Florida can be nearly 

as fun as getting to your destination. 

During the holiday and vacation seasons, 

Florida’s roads can be some of the busiest 

in the country. The Department of Highway 

Safety and Motor Vehicles is committed to 

the safety of all motorists on our roads and 

educating everyone on safe driving to 

always Arrive Alive. 
 

Tire Safety and Vehicle Preparation 

According to the National Highway and 

Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 

drivers in the United States put more than 

2,900 billion miles on their tires each year 

with approximately 11,000 tire-related 

crashes. Tires are your vehicle’s first line of 

defense on the road.  
 

Buckle Up – Seatbelt Usage for Drivers 

and Passengers 

The Dori Slosberg and Katie Marchetti 

Safety Belt Law, effective June 30, 2009, 

requires that all drivers, all front seat 

passengers and all passengers under the 

age of 18, fasten their safety belts in 

Florida. Every time you get in a vehicle, no 

matter where you are sitting, buckle up. 

That click reduces your risk of being injured 

or killed in a crash by almost 50 percent.  
 

Hurricane Season Preparedness and 

Inclement Weather Driving Safety 

Given its location and miles of coastline, 

Florida has seen more direct hits from 

hurricanes than any other state in the U.S. 

As residents move to the state and the 

population grows, many Floridians may be 

unprepared for such severe weather. 

This year, get prepared early: 

 Know your evacuation routes. 

 Make sure your vehicle is properly 

maintained. 

 Register your Emergency Contact 

Information (ECI). 

 Be sure you know where to check for 

road closures 

 Study up on best driving practices 

in inclement weather in case you have 

to drive. 
 

Recalls 

A recall is issued when a manufacturer or 

the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA) determines that a 

vehicle, equipment, such as an airbag, car 

seat or tire creates an unreasonable safety 

risk or fails to meet minimum safety 

standards. A recall notice is sent from the 

manufacturer to the consumer. 

Manufacturers are required to fix the 

problem by repairing it, replacing it, 

offering a refund, or, in rare cases, 

repurchasing the vehicle. Be sure to check 

for recalls before you head out for summer 

travel.  
 

Heat Stroke Prevention – Do Not Leave 

Children or Pets in a Car 

Florida law states that a parent, legal 

guardian, or other person responsible for a 

child younger than 6 years of age must not 

leave the child unattended or unsupervised 

in a motor vehicle for a period in excess of 

15 minutes or for any period of time if the 

motor of the vehicle is running, the health 

of the child is in danger, or the child 

appears to be in distress. For the safety of 

your children and pets, never leave a child 

or pet unattended in a vehicle, even for a 

short period of time.  

 The inside of a vehicle can heat up by 

20 degrees in just 10 minutes and 

cracking a window open does little to 

keep the vehicle cool. 

 A child’s body temperature can rise 

three to five times faster than an 

adult’s and heatstroke in a closed 

vehicle can occur when the 

temperature is as low as 57 degrees 

outside. 

 Since 1998, 66 child heatstroke deaths 

have occurred in Florida, more than 

any other state except Texas. 

Hundreds of pets die each year from 

heat exhaustion when left in vehicles. 
 

Slow Down – Obey All Speed Limits 

Speeding is against the law and extremely 

dangerous. Obeying speed limits improves 

safety by reducing the probability and 

severity of crashes. All motorists must 

obey speed limits and are responsible for 

knowing the speed limit on the roadway. 
 

Drive Sober – Prevent DUIs and Drunk 

Driving Crashes 

Under Florida law, DUI is impairment of 

normal faculties or unlawful blood alcohol 

or breath alcohol level of .08 or above. 

Driving impaired not only puts everyone on 

the roadway in danger, it can have serious 

legal and monetary consequences. 

Penalties for DUIs can include expensive 

fines, license revocation and jail time. 

Convictions can remain on your record for 

75 years. 

 Plan ahead, designate a driver or call a 

ride service – it is much cheaper than a 

DUI arrest. 

 If you see an impaired driver on the 

road, don’t hesitate to contact local 

law enforcement or dial *FHP (*347). 

This call could save a life. 

 

Safe Driving Tips Information provided by flhsmv.gov 

https://www.flhsmv.gov/driver-licenses-id-cards/emergency-contact-information-history/
https://www.flhsmv.gov/driver-licenses-id-cards/emergency-contact-information-history/
https://www.flhsmv.gov/safety-center/driving-safety/inclement-weather-conditions/before-during-and-after-the-storm/
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